28             TURKEY AT THE STRAITS
(1821-1829). Official England temporized with its "an-
cient ally" the Turk, and played with Metternich upon the
pacific temper of Alexander I. But when the forceful
Nicholas I took control of Russia (1825), he quickly cowed
the Porte into accepting the terms of the Treaty of Acker-
man (October, 1826), which, among its other terms,
granted Russia complete freedom "in all the seas and waters
of the Ottoman Empire without any exception" for its mer-
chant shipping.25
Meanwhile Britain brought about an accord with France
and Russia for joint intervention in the Eastern question,26
but that British reluctance to weaken the Ottoman power,
which muddled British policy with reference to Greece,
finally left it to the Czar to exert the coercion necessary
for securing a settlement. Russian armies marched across
the Balkans for the first time and forced upon the Turk
the humiliating terms of the Treaty of Adrianople (Sep-
tember, 1829).
"In the long history of the Eastern Question, the Treaty
of Adrianople is inferior only in importance to those of
Kainardji and Berlin." 2T The independence of Greece not
only marked a further stage in the dissolution of the Turkish
Empire; it also changed the standing of Turkish shipping,
since so many of the maritime interests of the Ottoman
Empire were in Greek hands. But the treaty as well (Ar-
ticle VII) reiterated in most sweeping terms the grant of
25 Article VII, clause 2. Cf. Noradounghian, op. cit., Vol. II, p. 120;
British and Foreign State Papers, Vol. 13, p. 899; Martens, Nouveau
Recueil, Vol. VI, p. 1053.
26 Treaty  of  London.   The   protocols   are   in   Martens,   Nouveau
Recueil, Vol. XII, pp. 1-265; treaty, ibid., p. 465; Noradounghian, op. cit.,
Vol. II, p. 130.
27 Marriott, The Eastern Question, p. 109.